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MARQUESS   OF -READING.
1921-1926
OUFUS DANIEL ISAACS, afterwards Marquess of
J-t Reading, was born in London-on 10th. October I860,
the second son of Joseph Michael Isaacs, a fruit merchant
of Finsbury Square, by Sarah, daughter of Daniel Davis.
His family, of Jewish stock, was gifted with brains and
initiative and was to supply a Lord Mayor to London in
1889, Slightly educated at University College School and
in Brussels and Hanover, Eufus Isaacs took little interest
in the family business and at the age of sixteen he went to
sea as ship's boy, at a wage of ten shillings a month, on a
Glasgow cargo boat where he defeated and knocked down
the forecastle bully, for he was a boxer and ready with his
hands. On this voyage he visited South America and
India, where he was to be Viceroy half a century later.
On his return to England he again tried the family
business, travelling occasionally to the Continent; but
being still unattracted by it, in 1880 he became a clerk and
'^ter a member of the Stock Exchange. Having little
capital or knowledge, he came to grief and was hammered,
his debts remaining round his neck for many years.
Disraeli had had a somewhat similar experience. Finally
Isaacs turned to the Bar at the late age of twenty-four,
for he had a fever of ambition, ability and energy. In
1887 he was called at the Middle Temple and in the same
year he married Alice Edith, daughter of Albert Cohen, a
Hamburg merchant.
His success at the Bar was almost phenomenal He had
a rapid, incisive and persuasive address, a finely modulated
voice, an attractive appearance and manner, and he
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